Crystals and structures of cytochrome c oxidases--the end of an arduous road.
Crystal structures of cytochrome c oxidases, one of which is the largest membrane-bound protein complex crystallized to date in a form suitable for X-ray diffraction, have recently been solved. The information from these accomplishments confirms many of the structural properties known from earlier spectroscopic and analytical studies, and provides a basis for understanding the complex mechanisms of electron transfer and proton pumping.